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and of your able pamphlet which they have done me
the favour to send.

In the principles of the Association as set forth in
the programme I find much that I warmly approve, and
little, if anything, from which I positively dissent; though,
from the generality with which those principles are laid
down, it is impossible for me to say to what extent I
should concur in the political measures which the
Association would propose in order to bring the principles
into operation.

A remark, however, is suggested to me by some part
of the phraseology both of the programme and of the
pamphlet, which I should think it wrong to withhold.
What advantage is there in designating the doctrines of
the Association by such a title as "the principles of the
political and social Revolution"? "The Revolution" as
a name for any sort of principles or opinions, is not
English. A Revolution is a change of government
effected by force, whether it be by a popular revolt or
by a military usurpation. And as " the man " in English
always means some particular man, so "the Revolution"
means some particular revolution, such as the French
Revolution, or the English Revolution of 1688.

The meaning intended to be conveyed by "the
principles of the Revolution1' can only be guessed at
from a knowledge of French, in which language it seems
to mean the political ideal of any person of democratic
opinions who happens to be using it. I cannot think
that it is good to adopt this mode of speech from the
French. It proceeds from an infirmity of the French
mind, which has been one main cause of the miscarriages
of the French nation in its pursuit of liberty and progress ;
that of being led away by phrases, and treating abstrac-
tions as if they were realities which have a will and
exert active power. Hitherto the character of English
thought has been different; it has required propositions,
not vague words, which only seem to have a meaning.* qu'il n'aurait- pas alors de le
